[image: image1.png]



If you're having trouble viewing this email, you may see it online. 

	Share This: 





	

[image: image7.jpg]“ April 2012 >
Sun Mon Toe Wed T Fn Sat

1]2[s]a]s]e]7
8 [0 1112 13 14
1516 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30




__________________

 

CONTENTS… 
• Microconstituents...
•   Cuts to Biosolids Oversight in EPA Budget  
• David Lewis, PhD Shifts Focus 
• Land Applier Certification: Study Guide
• Welcome Maggie Finn
• Other NEBRA Happenings
__________________

CALENDAR… 
 

April 22 - 25:  MPWWA Annual Seminar, PEI
 

April 25th: National Biosolids Partnership (NBP) no-cost webcast on thermal hydrolysis pretreatment of solids to enhance anaerobic digestion, featuring DC’s Blue Plains treatment plant 
 

May 7 - 12:  International Compost Awareness Week. Details.
   
October 23 - 24: Annual Northeast Residuals & Biosolids Conference. Save the dates!
See more events here.
__________________

CHECK IT OUT...
 

EPA Region 1’s website on reducing energy use at WWTPs.
 

Struvite is the phosphorus-rich mineral that builds up in solids- and biogas-handling systems.  There is increasing interest in technologies to remove struvite to address this problem and produce a fertilizer product.  A recorded webinar on use of struvite as a P fertilizer is available here.
 

King County (Seattle area) has rebranded its biosolids: it’s called loop.
 

NY City’s major commitment to green insfrastructure…. Composts & organics will play big role.
 

Mannheim, Germany’s march toward zero-net energy.
__________________

 

NEWS from NEBRA
Archived copies of NEBRAMail are available from the News page of the NEBRA website.
____________________



 

If you aren't getting NEBRAMail direct to your inbox, subscribe!
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Microconstituents / PPCPs / TORCs / EDCs...
Whatever we call them, interest in trace chemicals in wastewater, biosolids, and other organic residuals (e.g. manures) remains high.  What is their fate? Do they have any impacts?  More... 
Meanwhile, keep working on proper drug disposal...
April 28th is the next National Take-Back Initiative, helping reduce unused drugs in wastewater….
 ____________________________________

Cuts to Biosolids Oversight in EPA 2013 Budget 
(Thanks to Greg Kester of CASA for this alert.) 
The U. S. EPA Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) released its draft budget in February, in which it calls for a further disinvestment in the biosolids program.  OECA funds part of several regional biosolids coordinator positions, including one in Region 9 (AZ, CA, HI, etc.). More...
  ____________________________________

David Lewis, PhD Shifts Focus
In the 1990s and early 2000s, David Lewis, PhD, a microbiologist with U. S. EPA and the University of Georgia, was a vocal leader of opposition to the use of biosolids on soils.  Recently, he was back in the news for speaking out in defense of a discredited doctor in the UK. More...
 ____________________________________

 

Land Applier Certification: Study Guide Available
In 2008, ABC – the Association of Boards of Certification – finalized exams for certification of land appliers of biosolids.  Now, there's a study guide available.  More...
 ____________________________________

Welcome Maggie Finn...
...new part-time administrative and project assistant for NEBRA, who began work on March 29th by attending a NH Department of Environmental Services biosolids management training and tour at the Franklin Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Maggie comes to NEBRA with a Master’s in Civil Engineering from University of NH, bachelor's degrees in biology and geology from SUNY Potsdam, and years of experience as an engineer working on site evaluations, clean-up systems, and more, out of consulting engineering offices in Portsmouth and Conway, NH.
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 Other NEBRA Happenings: 
•    Once again, NEBRA helped NH Water Pollution Control Association produce an annual legislative breakfast.  This year, on February 15th, we teamed with NH Water Works Association and other water- and infrastructure-focused organizations to create an outstanding event that emphasized the need for sustainable funding of water and wastewater infrastructure.  NEBRA, with help from Concord TV, filmed the presentations and created a video that is airing on community cable TV around the state.
•    NEBRA’s Regulatory & Legislative Committee continues to monitor and provide comments on new rules for source-separated organics processing facilities in Massachusetts.  NEBRA’s key concern is how the new rules will affect the kinds of residuals products in the marketplace and how those products will be regulated.
•    NEBRA continues to co-lead a project collecting data on biogas production and potential production at municipal WWTPs around the U. S., a project funded by the Water Environment Federation (WEF).  A large group of biosolids organizations (e.g. Mid-Atlantic Biosolids Association is playing a key role), American Biogas Council, and several consulting engineering firms (including co-project-lead Black & Veatch) are assisting in this extensive effort to create the most complete, publicly-available biogas dataset ever.
•     NEBRA director Ned Beecher continues to assist the National Biosolids Partnership with training of the "Class of 2012" Biosolids Management Program participants.  Most of this class received Bronze Level recognition April 4th for having completed their program manuals and initial implementation and having plans for an independent audit.
•      Look at the left side of the NEBRA homepage for copies of recent NEBRA presentations & other informative documents.
________________________________________
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