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NEBRAMail  is distilled biosolids and residuals news for
New England and eastern Canada, provided on an "as-
needed" basis.  Feel free to forward it.  Please have your
email program download pictures.  To subscribe or
unsubscribe:  info@nebiosolids.org.  Notable news from past
NEBRAMails: see News page of the NEBRA website.  Enjoy
reading! 

THANK YOU!  

…to the following 2010 contributors to NEBRA:
Resource Management, Inc., New England Organics,
Synagro Northeast, New Hampshire Water Pollution Control
Assoc., Maine WasteWater Control Assoc., Agresource,
South Portland Water Resource Protection, Green Mountain
Water Environment Assoc., Brunswick Sewer District,
Boothbay Harbor Sewer District, Monadnock Paper Co., Jeff
McBurnie, and members of the Board of Directors
Thanks also to supporters of the NEBRA website, who
appear here.
And THANK YOU to NEWEA for ongoing partnership and
support.
Without all this and the continued membership of many,
NEBRA would not exist.

Wastewater Resources Help at Olympics  

Tania Gheseger reports that, since 2003, Metro
Vancouver has created a high-quality biosolids
landscaping soil that has been used in many projects
in parks, green spaces, boulevards, and road works. 
And last fall, at WEFTEC, representatives from
Whistler, BC and area engineering firms described the
system for recovering heat from wastewater effluent at

the Whistler Athletes’ Village.   More here…
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RMI office, ice sculptures, & EMS
celebration.

RMI Celebrates EMS Certification  

Representatives from the National Biosolids

Partnership were on hand March 26, 2010 to celebrate
the environmental management system (EMS)
certification for Resource Management, Inc.(RMI) in
Holderness, NH. RMI is the 1st organization in New
Hampshire, and is 26th in the nation, to achieve this
certification.  More here…

New England Organics' EMS Goes Platinum 
(from the NBP)
The New England Organics Hawk Ridge Composting
Facility in Portland, ME achieved the NBP’s Platinum
Level status for its environmental management system
(EMS) program on March 19, 2010. More here…

Franklin WWTF, which treats
Belmont wastewater.

Two NH Towns Ban Biosolids  

At town meetings in March, two New Hampshire towns
decided whether or not to allow local farmers to use
biosolids.

One noteworthy development in the debate in the
Granite State was that the Concord Monitor published
an editorial in support of biosolids just prior to the town
meeting votes.  

More…

Another Quebec Town Bans Biosolids  

Last fall, the ban on biosolids use in the small town of
Elgin, in southwest Quebec, was upheld by a Superior
Court.  Even as that case is being appealed by the
farmer seeking to use biosolids there, several other
towns have adopted similar regulations.  The latest is
Carignan, where Daniel Girard and Jacques Alix hoped
to convert an old mushroom-growing facility into an
enclosed biosolids composting operation.  Says Alix: “I
wrote to the environment ministry, to point out the
contradictions:  they offer information sessions to
farmers, telling them to use biosolids, but they let
municipalities prevent it.  We can’t afford to pay to
contest the municipal ordinance, which contradicts the
intentions of the government."

More Biosolids Debate in Nova Scotia  
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The Halifax NViro facility.

ÒEnvironment Minister Sterling Belliveau on Thursday
[April 8] attempted to allay public fears over using
biosolids to fertilize farmland in the province,Ó
according to the Chronicle Herald of Halifax.  ÒHe was
responding to a petition with hundreds of signatures
against biosolids that Kings North MLA Jim Morton
tabled on behalf of people in his riding. ÔWhen proper
guidelines and regulations are followed, biosolids will
not pose a health risk to individuals, crop production,
or the environment,Õ Belliveau told the legislature.
 
But despite his efforts, the debate continues, and
biosolids have become a political issue.   MoreÉ    

Biosolids Associations Lend Support  

(in part from NBMA) 
The City of San Francisco's biosolids compost program
has recently become the focus of opposition. 
Recently, regional biosolids associations sent letters of
support for San Francisco's biosolids compost program
to the Mayor and Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
last month. You can view these letters and details on
San Francisco's program on the PUC's website. 
MoreÉ

 

More on Microconstituents  
There is an increasing volume of information coming
out from numerous organizations regarding
microconstituents (trace organic compounds from
personal care products, pharmaceuticals, flame
retardants, etc.) in wastewater and biosolids. 

MoreÉ

Kern County Case May Reach Supreme Court  

On March 15th, Los Angeles, other southern California
agencies, and their partners in biosolids management
petitioned the U. S. Supreme Court to hear their case
against Kern CountyÕs ban on importation of biosolids.  

MoreÉ

 
See related news story here.

NB Organics Company Survives  
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As Atcon, one of New BrunswickÕs largest home-grown
conglomerates fell into bankruptcy this past winter, all
Atcon companies except one have been placed in
receivership by a Miramichi court....  Envirem seems to
be the one survivor. 

More...

In Brief / En bref !  
In mid-March, more than 50 NEWEA members
attended a congressional breakfast briefing  in
Washington, DC.  Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D, NH)
presented a keynote talk on the eventÕs theme:  the
need for increased, reliable funding for maintenance
and upgrades of wastewater infrastructure.
 
The anaerobic digestion project at the Fairhaven,
MA wastewater treatment facility has gotten in the
news.   The new system is expected to provide the
facility with half of its electricity and decrease solids
management costs by $135,000 per year.
 
A bill that would ban incinerators in Rhode Island
was introduced in the state legislature for the third
year in a row.  In 2008, the incinerator ban bill was
introduced in both the House and the Senate.  In 2009
and 2010, only a house version appeared, introduced
by mostly the same handful of representatives.  With
the state relying heavily on incineration for its
wastewater solids management, the impact of this
legislation would be significant Ð which is probably
why, year after year, the bill goes nowhere.  On April
8th, this yearÕs bill was Òheld for interim study,Ó which
means it is unlikely to go any further.
 
WEF has developed new biosolids handouts ,
including an up-to-date fact sheet. See the WEF
biosolids page.
 
The ISO 14001 EMS program and green initiatives
at Strathcona Paper  at Napanee, Ontario, are
highlighted in a late March industry news article. 
 
NYOFCO, the producing of heat-dried pellet fertilizer
from New York City, is likely losing its contract with the
City due to on-going neighborhood complaints about
the Hunts Point facility in the Bronx, according to mid-
March press reports (see here and here).
 
Vermont DEC published new draft rules for non-
sludge or Ðseptage composting operations .  The
rules create small, medium, and large categories of
compost facilities, with more stringent requirements for
the larger facilities.  Small yard and leaf waste and
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other small composting operations are exempted from
the rule. Details here.

North East Biosolids & Residuals Association
Box 422 ¥ Tamworth, New Hampshire 03886-0422 ¥ USA

Ned Beecher - Executive Director ¥ 603.323.7654 ¥ FAX 603.383.7666


